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The provost of Western Kentucky University has announced that she will step down next year.  

 

Barbara Burch , provost and vice president of academic affairs, said today in a news release that 

she will take on a new role in the school’s doctoral program beginning June 30.  

 

A WKU graduate, Burch returned to the university in 1996 as vice president of academic affairs 

and was appointed provost in January 1998. Her role includes “overseeing the general goals and 

directions for the academic development of the campus including instruction, research, public 

service and related support offices,” according to the news release.  

 

Officials said the search for a new provost and vice president of academic affairs will begin 

immediately. A group of faculty members, known as the University Distinguished Professors, 

will lead the selection process.  

 

Burch , who recently received a $32,628 salary increase in a year when most faculty and staff 

received only one-time bonuses of between $500 and $1,000, will take on a new role working 

with WKU ’s doctoral program in Education Leadership and other programs.  

 

“We have a number of important initiatives under way, and I will remain focused on those 

throughout this year,” Burch said in the release. “After June 30, I will devote my time to working 

with WKU ’s doctoral program in Education Leadership, civic engagement, internationalization, 

research and other areas where I can contribute in meaningful ways both here at WKU and in a 

broader sense to higher education.”  

 

“During my first 12 years as president, Dr. Burch has been a steadfast, loyal and driven leader in 

our academic community,” said WKU President Gary Ransdell in the release. “She’s been 

willing to take on tough assignments and has helped achieve a national profile across our 

academic colleges. Dr. Burch is a nationally recognized leader in education and civic 

engagement, and I am most pleased that she will continue to focus that expertise here at WKU in 

the future.”  

 

Burch and Ransdell were unavailable for comment this morning.  
 


